Effect of B-HT 920 on cardiotoxic effects of ouabain in guinea pigs.
Effect of B-HT 920, a selective alpha 2 adrenoceptor agonist, was studied on ouabain induced cardiac arrhythmias and cardiac arrest in guinea pigs. Ventricular premature beats, ventricular tachyarrhythmias and cardiac arrest were induced in anaesthetized guinea pigs by slow infusion of ouabain. B-HT 920 accorded significant protection to guinea pigs against ouabain induced arrhythmias. Yohimbine inhibited the antiarrhythmic effect of B-HT 920 significantly. It is concluded that the protective effect of B-HT 920 against ouabain induced cardiac arrhythmias and cardiac arrest is mediated through the stimulation of alpha 2 adrenoceptors.